
SOMETIMES YOU JUST HAVE TO GET OFF THE BUS AND WALK…. 

I have just had the privilege of being able to sit quietly in Amberley Church to pray, read, reflect and 

generally feel closer to God than I have in many a week. 

 

Lockdown has altered the way I worship – the way I connect with God.  I’ve made the effort each 

week to ‘participate’ in worship via the radio TV or Facebook, but it isn’t the same.  I miss my fellow 

Christians at Amberley.  I miss the banter, the camaraderie, and the support of the rest of the 

congregation.  But most of all I miss the shared experience of Sunday Morning Worship. 

 

And as I sat in Holy Trinity this afternoon, in silence (apart from the bird song, the raindrops and 

occasional far off voice) it occurred to me that collective worship is a bit like being on a bus with 

people you know.  You’re all headed in the same direction, with a shared destination – although 

some may have been on the bus longer than others – and you can all experience the journey 

together.  You are in communion. 

 

Lockdown has denied us the opportunity to journey together.  But sometimes, just sometimes, it’s 

no bad thing to get off the bus and walk.  It may feel lonely at first, but once you get familiar with it 

being just you and God it really can be amazingly enriching.  Just as in any walk you may get buffeted 

by unexpected weather but stick with it.  Listen to the bird song.  Feel the wind in your hair.  Look 

around you for signs of God’s presence.  And remember, even in your solo experience you are STILL 

in communion with your fellow Christians, each on their own lone walk with God – and think how 

much more we’ll appreciate getting back on that bus when we’re able to! 

 

…. with thanks to all who’ve made the opening of Holy Trinity possible. 


